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Back in

business

JOSH GOLLIHAR
STAFF WRITER

F

or the first time since Sept. 9,
the Ole Miss Rebels returned
home Saturday afternoon
and dropped the Vanderbilt
Commodores 57-35. Their first
conference win of the season, the
3-3 (1-2 SEC) Rebels now sit fifth in
the SEC West, ahead of Mississippi
State and just trailing Louisiana State
University.
The Rebels played a balanced first
half as their oﬀense exploded for 35
points in 30 minutes of play. Out of
the 356 total yards of oﬀense in the
first half, 107 were gained on the
ground. Jordan Wilkins stood out
with 82 yards and a touchdown, not
including a 75-yard touchdown run
that was erased by a holding call.
For the first time this season, Shea
Patterson did not have to shoulder the
responsibility of moving the ball.
Patterson himself added 249 passing
yards in the half. The sophomore
signal-caller had three touchdowns
through the air and a hard-earned
touchdown run, spraying successful

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE 12
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Hundreds gather for Out of the Darkness Walk
KATHRYN ABERNATHY
STAFF WRITER

Sunday’s second annual
Out of the Darkness Walk
shed a light on suicide
awareness and prevention by raising funds for
research, education and
support programs for those
affected by suicide. The
program included several
speakers, a blessing from a
local minister, a balloon release and a mile-long walk
around campus.
More than 600 peo-

ple registered for this
year’s walk, and $24,711
was raised through donations, more than doubling
last year’s numbers. Online fundraising is open
through December.
Junior Maddy Gumbko, chairman for the walk,
helped plan both this year’s
and last year’s walk due to
her personal connection
with suicide.
“I lost a very close friend
to suicide, and there are
so many other people out
there who have, too,”
Gumbko said. “It’s an ill-

ness. These people are in
a dark tunnel, but it’s 100
percent preventable.”
In Mississippi, suicide is
the second leading cause
of death for the ages 1024 and is the 12th leading
cause of death overall. On
average, one person dies
by suicide approximately
every 20 hours in the state.
The American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention has
worked to pass laws regarding suicide prevention
in the state.

PHOTO BY: TAYLAR TEEL

Participants at the Out of the Darkness Walk reﬂect on loved ones that were lost
SEE WALK PAGE 4 to suicide before walking around campus on Sunday in the Grove.
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Elect McDaniel, oppose establishment
COLUMN

WILL HALL

STAFF COLUMNIST

The night of Nov. 8, 2016,
I was glued to my television,
watching one of the greatest
HAYDEN BENGE
dramas of our lifetime come
ETHEL MWEDZIWENDIRA
to its thrilling finale. As
design editors
President-elect Donald Trump
thedmdesign@gmail.com
approached the podium, people
around the country laughed,
while others cried all while the
EMILY HOFFMAN
Republican Party fell on life
social media editor
support.
The New York billionaire
ADVERTISING
who became the unlikely face of
SALES MANAGER
populist outrage finds himself
Blake Hein
still grappling with the same
dmads@olemiss.edu
issues he did 11 months ago,
with his biggest adversary not
SALES ACCOUNT
being his sworn enemies in the
EXECUTIVES
Democratic Party but rather
Cameron Collins
the Republicans who vowed
Sam Dethrow
to support him during the
Ethan Gray
campaign and then proceeded
Kathryn Hathorne
to betray the president in favor
of their special interests.
S. GALE DENLEY
History will remember this
STUDENT MEDIA CENTER administration’s first year not
for the failed health care bills
PATRICIA THOMPSON
and Twitter feuds but as the time
Assistant Dean
Student Media
when former Chief Strategist
Daily Mississippian Faculty
Steve Bannon led a rogue group
Adviser
of administration rejects on a
crusade to destroy all those in
FOLLOW US ON
thedmopinion@gmail.com

the establishment who seek to
block the president’s agenda.
Bannon’s crusade found its
first victory in the Alabama
Senate race, with Judge Roy
Moore’s defeat of incumbent
Luther Strange in a massive
blow to the Washington elite.
It is now clear that voters in
Trump country no longer
embrace the establishment’s
message of representation for
corporate donors instead of
average citizens and, instead,
embrace true outsiders.
With the anti-establishment
fire burning just next door,
Mississippi’s own Senate race
is shaping up to be the next
great battle between the new
right and establishment figures,
and a young state senator from
Laurel is emerging as an early
populist favorite.
Chris
McDaniel
made
headlines as a bold, charismatic
figure who never shies away
from controversy, leading
him to run for Senate in 2014.
That time, he narrowly lost
the Republican nomination to
incumbent Thad Cochran.
Four years later, McDaniel
is back, challenging moderate
incumbent Roger Wicker in
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a Mississippi that finds itself
more conservative than ever.
Wicker never found the
legislative fame his colleagues
achieved.
Rather,
Wicker
has spent his 10 years in the
Senate as a simple “yes” vote
for establishment Republicans,
even when it meant raising
the deficit and continuing
Obamacare.
Wicker’s
reluctance to act boldly led him
to make an appearance on CNN
with his friend Sen. Cory Booker
and advocate for changing the
state flag of Mississippi despite
its overwhelming popularity
with his constituents.
Wicker has in no way failed
Mississippi in a legislative
sense, but the age of Mississippi
needing politicians like Wicker
has passed. Mississippi seeks
to gain nothing from a man
so deeply established in the
Republican Party and seeks to
gain everything by electing a
true outsider who is in tune with
the people of Mississippi and
not the donors in Washington.
In an article published by
The Washington Post, Bannon
specifically names Wicker as a
target for his crusade in 2018
and has reportedly been in

The Daily Mississippian is published Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays in print during the academic year, on days
when classes are scheduled. New content is published online
seven days a week.
Columns do not represent the official opinions of The
University of Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian unless
specifically indicated.
The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters should be e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen names
or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited
to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information
so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students
should include grade classification and major; letters from
faculty and staff should include title and the college, school or
department where the person is employed.

contact with prominent donors
as well as McDaniel himself.
The test of whether a
Republican should serve in the
Senate no longer lies in whether
he or she would answer to
Mitch McConnell and various
other leadership but instead lies
in whether the candidate would
support our president and
in how outraged the opinion
columnists at The New York
Times would be if he or she got
elected.
McDaniel is a tried-and-true,
God-loving conservative who
never backs down from a fight,
respects our state flag and lives
in the nightmares of Senate
Republicans who would prefer
inaction to action when it comes
to making America great again.
It is in the hands of every man
and woman of this great state,
from the suburbs of Southaven
to the beaches of Gulfport, to
join in on Bannon’s crusade and
speak with deafening volume
against the establishment in
support of McDaniel in his run
for Senate.
Will Hall is a junior
journalism major from
Atlanta.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
I recently read an article in The DM in which the
writer called for a boycott of CFA based on the fact
that we do not serve all people regardless of race,
religion, sexual orientation or any other factor and
that we spread anti-LGBTQ and anti-woman sentiment. This is a patently false statement.
I reached out to The DM and asked that it correct
the record, and it refused. While I’m all for diversity of thought and opinion, it really bothers me that
people can make up whatever facts they want and
it not be corrected by the paper.
I can promise you that there is not a CFA in this
country that discriminates against anyone based
on race, religion or sexual orientation. As a matter
of fact, The DM called me the day before asking me
about HB 1523 and how it would affect our business. I was very clear that it would have zero effect
on our business because we treat everyone with
honor, dignity and respect that enters our store.
We are not perfect, but that truly is our heart. If
you ever come into our store and have a negative
experience, please reach out to me, and we will do
everything we can to make it right.
In closing, I’d love to share a link to this story
written by the founder and executive director of
Campus Pride: http://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/2564379.

On Oct. 13, staﬀ columnist Matthew Dean argued that we should
remove emotion from the gun debate and keep the debate honest
and logical. Setting aside from the fact that much of the pro-gun
movement is based on emotion (i.e., “I need to defend myself from
a dangerous world” or “I need to be able to overthrow a tyrannical
government”), I agree that we should be honest and logical. Both the
pro-gun and gun control camps want to save lives. Let’s look at the
facts about what saves lives.
To begin with, logically, organizations best equipped to examine the
issue of gun violence should be allowed to. Unfortunately, the CDC is
forbidden from investigating gun crime and the underlying causes of
it. Maybe it is mental health. Maybe not. Let the CDC investigate. If
we could investigate underlying causes, we could develop laws that
target those and minimize impacts to the unaﬀected population.
Furthermore, we need to look at gun control free of emotion. We
have, literally, an entire globe of data. Let’s use it. We can look at
what happened to other countries when they enacted gun control.
Australia had a massacre in 1996, then its conservative legislature
enacted strict gun control, and it has not had a massacre since (no,
violence did not go up after that). Alright, they are not Americans, so
let’s look at the States. States that banned high-capacity magazines
are statistically less likely to have mass shootings. The numbers go
on and on.
Let’s have a logical and honest debate. Not one based on emotion.
One based on reality and facts. Let’s keep thinly veiled snark about
the government and agendas out of it. The U.S. has the highest gun
violence rate of any developed nation. Clearly, the status quo is not
working.

Lance Reed is the owner of Chick-Fil-A on West
Jackson Avenue.

J.P. Lawrence is a doctoral candidate in biology from Oxford.
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WALK

continued from page 1

“This walk addresses the
elephant in the room and
lets people know, especially on college campuses, that they’re not alone
and there are resources
out there to help them,”
Gumbko said.
AFSP board member
Pam Smith’s son committed suicide two-and-ahalf-years ago. In her role,
Smith promotes awareness
and educates others on suicide prevention by helping
plan walks, events and various other programs with
all the funds AFSP raises.
“Once in a while, I’ll look
up to my son, and I thank
him for giving me a second
job,” Smith said.
In addition to the programs AFSP offers to high
schools and universities, it
has firearm awareness programs which provide free
gun locks. AFSP also holds
various events, including Strikeout for Suicide,
Singing to Save a Life and
its annual Survival Day,
planned for next month at
Saltillo City Hall.
AFSP also has the ASIST
(Applied Suicide Invention
Skills Training) program
through which people can
become trained caregivers
and help prevent someone
from committing suicide.
“I get calls constantly
from parents if they think
their child is suicidal and
from people themselves
who are struggling,” Smith
said. “If I think it’s very
serious and there could be
self harm, I call an ambulance.”
Kathryn Forbes, senior
president and founder of
the Ole Miss Active Minds
chapter, paired up with
AFSP and helped promote
this walk to help spread
mental health awareness.
“Mental health and suicide awareness is really close to my heart and
something that should be
talked about,” Forbes said.

PHOTOS BY: TAYLAR TEEL

TOP LEFT: Marsha Jensen speaks to the crowd about suicide warning signs to look for in family and friends before the Out of the Darkness Walk in the Grove on
Sunday. TOP RIGHT: Students and members of the Oxford community took part in the Out of Darkness Walk on Sunday. The walk is to raise awareness and funds
for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention for research and educational purposes and to support survivors of suicide loss. BOTTOM: Participants at the
event listen to speakers in the Grove before walking around campus on Sunday.
“This walk promotes this
talking and keeps these
tough conversations happening.”
Active Minds is planning
other events to help spread
mental health and suicide
awareness throughout the

year. It also has a Mental
Health week planned for
April.
Associated Student Body
President Dion Kevin was
walking at the event to
remember his fraternity
brother who took his own

life and said he believes
there should be more
events like this walk in the
future.
“It’s important for the
campus communities to
seek adequate answers
to this problem,” Kev-

in said. “It really falls on
the younger generation,
and it’s important to learn
about suicide prevention.”
The group’s next planned
Out of the Darkness walk is
next Saturday in Tupelo.

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am

27964

STOP TEXTING

WHILE DRIVING.
38435

STAY AWARE. SAVE A LIFE.
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THIS WEEK IN OXFORD
MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

8:30 a.m. - Yoga in the Gallery UM Museum
5 p.m. - John Cofield with “Oxford,
Mississippi: The Cofield Collection”
- Chancellor’s House
5 p.m. - DACA and Dreamers Panel
- Bryant Hall
6:30 p.m. - Oxford Pop Art Show Basement Gallery

5 p.m. - Elizabeth Heiskell with
“What Can I Bring?” - Off Square
Books

THURSDAY
12 p.m. - Introduction to Mississippi
Civil Rights Museum - University of
Mississippi Libraries
6 p.m. - Women’s Self-Defense Class Oxford Police Department
6 p.m. - Finn Murphy with “The Long
Haul: A Trucker’s Tales of Life on the Road”
- The Lyric
9 p.m. - Muscadine Bloodline - The Lyric

5 p.m. - Jessica B. Harris with “My
Soul Looks Back” - Off Square Books
9 p.m. - COiN - The Lyric

FRIDAY
8 p.m. - George Porter Jr. and The
Runnin’ Pardners - Proud Larry’s

Croft Institute celebrates Japanese Sports Day
ADAM DUNNELLS
STAFF WRITER

The Japanese Club hosted
its annual Sports Day event
Friday at the Croft Institute
in honor of the Japanese
holiday Health and Sports
Day.
Health and Sports Day,
also known as Health-Sports
Day or just Sports Day, falls
on the second Monday in
October to promote sports
and a healthy lifestyle in Japan.
Sports Day began in 1966
to commemorate the opening of the Summer Olympics
in Tokyo in 1964. Though
October may seem late for
the Summer Olympics, it
was chosen to avoid the
monsoon season.
Originally held on Oct. 10,
the day the Summer Olym-

pics opened in 1964, the holiday was moved in 2000 to
the second Monday in October to be in accordance with
“Happy Monday Seido,” or
Happy Monday System, a
set of laws implemented
from 1998 to 2001 moving
some Japanese holidays
to Mondays to give workers and students three-day
weekends.
Students and workers in
Japan usually have the day
off for Sports Day and hold
a field day-type festival, or
“undokai.” These festivals
usually begin around 8:30
a.m. with a parade and, occasionally, a marching band.
A kind of mini Olympics,
these celebrations consist of
a variety of running-based
activities, such as a relay
race or a 100-meter dash.
They also usually incorporate other activities that

are more like games, such as
tug-of-war, obstacle courses or three-legged races. In
some schools, the students
will also perform a traditional Japanese dance.
The Japanese Club at Ole
Miss hosts their own smaller
festival on campus each year
to commemorate Japan’s
Sports Day.
“We hold this event because it is a holiday celebrated in Japanese schools,
so it seemed appropriate to
hold at our school,” Japanese Club member Christian
Wisneski said. “It also gives
students an introduction to
Japanese culture and gives
fellow students the opportunity to meet and engage
with Japanese exchange students.”
Fellow Japanese Club
member Ashton Acree said
the attendance for the club’s

Sports Day increases every
year.
“Two years ago, we had
about 30 to 40 people,”
Acree said. “Last year, we
had between 50 and 60 people. We expect this year to
be even bigger. The response
has been good enough that
we are planning on celebrating this next year, as well.”
Because the event was
held in a relatively small
room, the Japanese Club
was unable to recreate the
traditional track and field
events.
“Many of the sports in
Sports Day are running
sports,” Wisneski said. “We
are in a small space, so we
won’t be able to do a lot of
them.”
However, the club did hold
a three-legged race on Friday, and some of the members performed a traditional

Japanese dance.
One of the more common
games in school is called the
ball toss, a game in which
two opposing teams throw
balls into a basket high up
on a pole, and the team that
gets the most balls into the
basket wins that event. Even
though they were missing
a pole, the Japanese Club
members still planned on
holding this event, with a
student holding a basket on
his head while the other students threw balls into it.
“We hold this event not
only to get traditional students to engage with Japanese exchange students, but
these games also encourage
teamwork,” Wisneski said.
“We also hope to promote
the same active lifestyle as
the Japanese Sports Day
promotes.”

38420
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HOMECOMING 2017
PHOTO BY: CHASE ROBERTS

PHOTO BY: CHASE ROBERTS

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

TOP LEFT: Cheerleaders ride on the double decker bus during the homecoming parade which started in the
Circle and continued to the Square where a pep rally was held on Friday night. TOP RIGHT: Tucker Fox and
Savannah Smith are recognized on the field as Mr. and Miss Ole Miss during the Homecoming game against
Vanderbilt on Saturday. BOTTOM LEFT: Homecoming Queen Christina Lawler and escort Dion Kevin III walk
down the 50 yard line during halftime of the homecoming game against Vanderbilt on Saturday. BOTTOM
RIGHT: An Ole Miss band feature twirler participates in the homecoming parade on Friday night.

PHOTO BY: CHASE ROBERTS

PHOTO BY: HOLLY HICKS
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Charley Ann Nix crowned Miss University

TAYLOR VANCE
STAFF WRITER

Charley Ann Nix was
crowned 2018’s Miss University last night at the Gertrude C. Ford Center. Nix, a
junior biochemistry major
from Batesville, will now
move on to compete in the
Miss Mississippi pageant,
which is a preliminary pageant for the Miss America
pageant.
Charley Ann Nix is
crowned 2018 Miss University by Leah Gibson, former
Miss University, at the pageant on Sunday. Photo by Kiara Williams
Nix said she thought she
did “horrible” in her Sunday
morning private interview
and did not expect to win.
She said she was shocked
to receive the best interview
award, and thought that was
the only award she would
win that night.
“When they called my
name as Miss University, I
could’ve hit the Ford Center
stage,” Nix said. “I had to
step up and pull it together
very quickly.”
Nix is also a Luckyday
Scholar, a Provost Scholar
and a community assistant
for on-campus housing,
where she said she acts as a
“mom” to 40 diﬀerent freshmen students on campus.
Nix said she plans to use
her personal platform of bullying prevention to help the
LOU community.
She also hopes to unite the
student body and represent
Ole Miss in the best way possible.
“The biggest thing I can
do as Miss University is get
behind the Landshark as our
new oﬃcial mascot and get
other students together with
me,” Nix said.
Student Activities Association and pageant coordina-

PHOTOS BY: KIARA WILLIAMS

TOP: Charley Ann Nix is crowned 2018 Miss University by 2017 Miss University Leah Gibson at the pageant on Sunday. BOTTOM LEFT: Madison Demotts answers a
question at the 2018 Miss University Pageant. BOTTOM RIGHT: Dana Wesley sings for the talent portion of the 2018 Miss University Pageant.
tors touted the smooth night
and success of the pageant.
“Last year, we had six or
seven (contestants), and this
year we had 13,” Brady Ruffin, SAA president, said. “We
had double the number this
year, and everything went
extremely well tonight.”

Landon Chapman, SAA
pageant co-director and former intern for Miss America,
said that the months of hard
work spent preparing for the
pageant paid oﬀ.
“We had about 25 plus students working backstage, so
that is what separates Miss

University from any other local competition that you can
compete in,” he said. “We
oﬀer that special student dynamic and a really comfortable and safe environment.”
Bradley Baker, Student
Union Director and SAA advisor, said it was a flawless night.

“The Student Activities
Association, the pageants
committee, and their co-directors did a phenomenal
job,” Student Union Director
Bradley Baker said. “The students worked really hard.”

SWAYZE ALFORD
AT T O R N E Y AT L AW

· DUI Defense
· Drug Related
Charges
· Expungements
· Criminal Defense

High Cotton, 1300 Van Buren, Suite 110

662-234-2025
SwayzeAlford.com

39322

39273
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Oxford author shares history through snapshots

SOLUTION TO 10.13.2017 PUZZLE

27 Threepio’s pal
29 Domineering
30 Take a load off
32 Skater Slutskaya
33 Simpleton
34 Roman garments
36 Eye infection, pig
house
38 ___ Vegas
41 That ship
42 Gunpowder ingredient
43 Mad
48 Beaten egg dish

49 Little bit
51 Bring into harmony
54 Sad song
56 Pertaining to people
57 Agitate
58 Bloody conflicts
59 Cartoonist Silverstein
60 Back part of the foot
61 ___ Arabian Nights
62 Clinton cabinet
member Federico
63 Legal ending
66 Leaky tire sound

SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE

Fall Student
Memberships Available
662.234.4816 • www.theolemissgolfcourse.com

Sudoku #7

SUDOKU©

Tough Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 3
Puzzles
by KrazyDad

9

4 8

4 8 9
9 5 1
1 7 2
6 9 3
5 6 4
2 1 5
8 3 7
7 2 8
3 4 6

1
9
5

8
2

6
3
4
7

3 6

3 6

1
6 4
3
2

5 3 1 7 2
7 4 2 8 6
9 8 6 5 3
2 1 5 4 8
3 7 8 1 9
6 9 3 7
2 4 9 1
5 3 6 4
9 7 2 5

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.

HOW TO PLAY

7

1

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.
She is descended from a long line that her mother listened to.
-- Gypsy Rose Lee

7
5
1 4
9
5
3
2
1 9

39256

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

TOUGH

9

DOWN
1 Spy org.
2 URL starter
3 Like ___ not
4 The day following
today
5 Maker of Pong
6 Remember
7 Historical periods
8 Prehistoric sepulchral
tomb
9 Moving
10 Large lizard
11 Grime
12 Scottish Gaelic
13 Hearst kidnap grp.
21 Island in the Bay of
Naples
22 Jazzman Adderley
25 Dispatches
26 Sing like Bing

662.236.3030

3

63 Footnote abbr.
64 Head cold
65 Departs
67 Beget
68 Actress Davis
69 Ages and ages
70 0nce, once
71 Actress Sarkin
72 Buenos ___

OPEN LATE

5
2
6
7

ACROSS
1 Voucher
5 Betel palm
10 Bad day for Caesar
14 Sock ___ me!
15 Garr and Hatcher
16 Female child
17 Tiny particle
18 With ___ of
thousands!
19 Bear in the air
20 Defer action
23 Banister
24 Managed
25 Line of cliffs
28 Barbell abbr.
31 Spoil
35 Mistakes
37 Texas tea
39 ___ Grande
40 In spite of
44 Scooby-___
45 Absolutely!
46 Yellowish brown
pigment
47 Snob
50 Scandinavian rug
52 Cafeteria items
53 Deranged
55 Take ___ Train
57 Rutabaga
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field said he received around
1,200 digital photos.
After he gained abundant
attention on Facebook, he began creating his book, “Oxford,
Mississippi: The Cofield Collection” in 2014.
Over two-and-a-half years
in the making, Cofield’s book
compiles the contributions
of more than 500 historical
photographs, most from his
family but also from the Oxford community and William
Faulkner’s great nephew Buddy Faulkner.
“(The book) is the natural
next step as John continues his
family’s tradition of preserving
their hometown’s rich history,” Meek said.
Cofield’s book isn’t merely
just a historical picture book.
Each photo comes with a story
written by Cofield himself.
When creating his book,
Cofield would first examine a
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and famous families of Oxford, he knew he wanted to be
a writer and had full support of
his family in his pursuits.
“My grandfather once said
to me, ‘There’s a book in you,
and you don’t even know it
yet,’” Cofield said.
Cofield began his writing career working as a paper boy for
The Oxford Eagle when he was
12 years old. After years contributing to numerous newspapers, Cofield found himself
working alongside Meek for
HottyToddy.com.
Cofield solidified his passion
for writing as he experienced
health issues that led to limited mobility and found therapy
though writing posts and sharing his family’s photography
on Facebook. His Facebook
posts gained momentum, as
hundreds of people messaged
him and sent him various photos of Oxford and Ole Miss. Co-
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Writer and Oxford native
John Cofield allows readers to
experience the history of Oxford through his new pictorial
history book, “Oxford, Mississippi —The Cofield Collection.”
Cofield is debuting the new
book today with a book signing
at the Chancellor’s House.
Born in Jackson in 1958,
Cofield immediately moved to
Oxford, where he was raised
by his mother and father, a
world-renowned
university
photographer.
Cofield attended Oxford
Grammar School, Oxford High
school and eventually Ole Miss
from 1976-1980. He said his
years at Oxford Grammar
School were some of the best
years of his life.
He’d ride his bike through
town on his way home from
school to “Cofield’s Photography Studio,” located where

photo and create a story with a
folksy nostalgia that brings the
reader to the exact moment
where the photo was taken.
Cofield’s goal is to not only
show Oxford’s history through
beautiful and iconic photographs but for readers to live
through his romanticized view
of Oxford, as well.
Cofield geared his work towards the 1960s and ‘70s, but
his timeless findings will resonate with all ages. Cofield said
he is planning to release a second book, as he believes there
isn’t enough room in just one
book to cover the entire history
of Oxford.
Cofield’s book signing will
take place at 5 p.m. Monday at
the Chancellor’s House, where
Cofield will be presented by a
contributor to the book and
close friend of Cofield’s, Kaye
Hooker Bryant. Cofield will
also bring historical portraits
and a slide show for attendees
to observe.
“If you could only buy one
book about Oxford, Mississippi, this is the one you want in
your home,” Bryant said. “The
Cofields have outdone themselves once again.”
Cofield said he is also planning for multiple book signings in the near future and that
he hopes to share his family’s
work and his own with the entire community.
“This book really is the
town’s book,” Cofield said.
“I couldn’t have created this
without the entire community
being involved, and I’d like to
thank not only my family but
also the Archives and Special
Collections of the university
for working with me, as well.”

1

STAFF WRITER

The Corner Bar now sits on the
Square. There he watched his
father and grandfather practice their craft.
“We had it made,” Cofield
said. “We felt like we could
go anywhere when I was at
the grammar school with the
photography studio across the
street from us as kids. To this
day, I still go to some of my
favorite places in town, and it
brings back wonderful memories.”
Cofield’s grandfather JR
“Colonel” Cofield began Cofield’s Photography Studio in
the 1920s and created photos
and collections until the 1970s.
JR was a university photographer, as well as a personal photographer for William
Faulkner. His son and Cofield’s father, Jack, also became
a renowned university photographer and eventually a mentor for Ed Meek.
Although Cofield grew up
surrounded by photographers

8 5
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Harley Gardner:
Sights set on NCAA championship
Sights set on NCAA championship

PHOTO BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD

Junior Harley Gardner of the Ole Miss women’s riﬂe team looks through her sights at the riﬂe range.

GRAYSON WEIR
SPORTS EDITOR

Learning to trust the process,
Harley Gardner is shooting her
way to the top of the NCAA rifle
ranks.
Through the first two matches
of 2017, Gardner’s team-leading
smallbore and strong air rifle
scores have propelled Ole Miss
rifle to victories over North
Carolina State and Army West
Point and to a No. 9 national
ranking.
However, Gardner, who started shooting when she was 10,
didn’t always know the sport
would carry her through college.
Growing up, the junior from
Bellville, Texas, did it all. Playing softball and volleyball and
running track and shooting rifle, it wasn’t until high school
that she turned all of her attention to one.
“I finally chose to stop playing
all the other sports and focus
on rifle during my sophomore
year,” she said. “I decided that
that was it. Rifle is the thing that
I love and what I wanted to go to
college and do.”
Her decision proved to be the
right one. Leaving high school
with individual first-place finishes in three separate disciplines at the NRA Sectional
Championships in 2014, she led

her team to the state 4-H title in
2013 and a runner-up finish the
next year.
As one of the nation’s top
sharpshooters, Gardner finished high school as a highly
touted recruit with the option
to attend nearly any program
in the country, but Ole Miss
grabbed her heart right away.
Just a few weeks before her
commitment, she visited Oxford for Ole Miss’ invitational
and was met with an overwhelming sense of family. Jessica Haig, now a senior on the
team, looked at Gardner and
told her she would see her next
year. Right then, Gardner said
she knew it was the place she
needed to be.
“That was the moment. That
was it. I was coming to Ole
Miss,” she said. “I think that,
anywhere else, you’re on a team,
but when I stepped foot in Oxford, having that family-awayfrom-home feeling was a big
deal for me.”
Upon her arrival on campus
in 2015, it was clear right away
that collegiate competition is a
diﬀerent beast. In high school,
Gardner practiced two to four
times a week, fitting in her shots
wherever she could, whether
that was in the morning before
school or after her day was completed. Graduating with honors

and as a member of the student
council, it was academics that
came first and her sport that followed suit.
“There’s a big diﬀerence,” she
said. “In college, we’re practicing
every single day, five to six times
a week. The practices intensify,
the volume you’re shooting is
greater and the amount of time
you spend shooting increases
significantly.”
Not only did the level of intensity increase, but so did the
level of coaching. In high school,
her father, Brian, was the coach
of her state championship 4-H
club, but he had no prior knowledge of the sport on a collegiate
level.
“Don’t get me wrong — he’s
great,” she laughed. “But at
some point, you reach a point
where any club coach can’t really help you very much.”
One of the big contributors
to Gardner’s success is current
head coach Marsha Beasley.
Beasley, who led a West Virginia team to a national championship eight times in her 16 years
in Morgantown, also had 27
athletes earn NRA All-America
honors during her tenure. After
taking a decadelong hiatus, Beasley took the position with Ole
Miss in 2016.
“Just seeing her get back into
it is incredible and inspiring,”

Gardner said. “We can take a
month break from shooting,
and it’s hard to get back in a
rhythm. She took oﬀ 10 or 11
years and hasn’t missed a beat.”
Gardner said rifle is 90 percent mental and 10 percent
physical. One of Beasley’s biggest eﬀorts with the Ole Miss
program is her emphasis on the
importance of mental toughness, an area in which Gardner
has struggled in the past.
“My freshman year, I shot
some decent scores, but I was
wishing that I could have come
in and have it be an overnight
transition,” she said of her early disgruntlement. “The coaches believed in me. I just didn’t
see it. This year, especially, I’m
coming in with more confidence
in myself and in the process,
which stems from the amount
of trust (coach Beasley) has continued to put in me.”
Outside of the coaching
staﬀ, Gardner’s biggest mentor is former teammate Allie
Weisz. Weisz, who graduated last spring, earned second
team All-American honors and
placed 11th at the NCAA championships. However, her biggest
influence on the Ole Miss squad
was her guidance.
“Allie has been there for me
since day one,” Gardner said.
“She really took me under her

wing and is a great leader on
and oﬀ the range. I wouldn’t be
where I am without her.”
Seeing what a mentor Weisz
was to her, Gardner wants to do
the same for others in 2017. On
a roster where there’s an equal
amount of freshmen as their are
upperclassmen, she is focused
on being a leader of her own.
“Of course, I want to post career highs and do my best,” she
said with a smirk. “But mainly,
I want to be a leader, leading
those freshmen by example and
doing what I can to show them
how to be better.”
By being a vocal presence,
Gardner hopes to help her
teammates take the season one
match at a time and focus in on
the common goal of competing
in the NCAA competition as a
team at the end of the year.
“That has been a goal of mine
since high school. I’ve wanted to
compete at NCAAs,” Gardner
said. “The diﬀerence, though, is
that, in high school, I wanted to
compete individually. Of course
I still do, but since I’ve been in
Oxford, I think going as a team
would be even more incredible.”
Gardner’s next match will see
Akron travel to Oxford on Sunday, and it will be the next step
in solidifying Ole Miss rifle’s
ranking.

Win Ole Miss Football Tickets

CONGRATULATIONS TO VANDERBILT TICKET WINNER - OLIVIA NUGENT
Two people can win a pair of tickets to see
the Rebels take on LSU October 21.
Go to Campus Creek and U Club Townhomes
to enter for your chance to win.
e
Winner will b
n
announced o
Rebel Radio
Thursday,
October 19

One winner will be chosen from each location.

101 Creekmore Blvd.
662.513.4980
1103 W Jackson Ave • 1010AreYouReady.com
One entry per person. Employees of the Student Media Center and their immediate families are not eligible for contest. Winner’s photo will be used in promotional materials.
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COLUMN

The unfortunate reality for female softball players A
SAM FARRIS

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR

In the heart of SEC country, boys across the state grow
up playing America’s pastime. They dream of one day
donning the uniform of their
favorite team and chasing
a World Series title. But for
girls, the cold, hard truth is
that a viable future in softball
is virtually non-existent.
Currently, there are only
two legitimate outlets for females pursuing careers in
professional softball. The first
is the National Pro Fastpitch
League, which operates in
six cities and employs only
120 players league-wide. The
NPFL technically serves as
the de facto “Major League”
of women’s softball, even
though the salaries are low
compared to those of Major
League Baseball players.
As of the 2017 season, the
NPFL has five teams that are
limited to a total salary cap of
$150,000 each. Split among
18 players, each player’s salary is, on average, $8,000 per
season. In contrast, the mandated league minimum salary
in the MLB is $507,500, and
teams have an infinite salary
cap for 25 roster spots.
Mackenzie Guin is a freshman exercise science major in
the Honors College. Growing
up in the greater Tupelo area
said she loved softball and
received several junior college oﬀers out of high school,
but eventually, she reached a
point at which the game had
nothing more to oﬀer her.
“My dream growing up was
to play softball, and I put everything I had into the game,”
Guin said. “But eventually
I decided I needed to leave
the game I loved to focus on
education, because as I got
older, I realized the game of
softball just couldn’t take me
very far.”
According to Guin, she
started to understand this bit-

PHOTO BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD

Players cheer on each batter from the dugout during the Rebels’ win over Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College in
a fall ball game last Wednesday.
ter truth about softball during
her senior year of high school.
Because she was an honor
student, she was able to rely
on academic scholarships to
fund her education. Some
athletes, in contrast, require
the financial aid that traditionally accompanies collegiate athletes.
Ole Miss head softball
coach Mike Smith said when
he and his staﬀ go into recruiting, they understand that
most girls need the education
because professional softball
opportunities are few and far
between.
“We try to sell the collegiate
experience that Ole Miss and
our Top 25 softball program
can oﬀer,” Smith said. “Obviously, the goal is for our players to wear USA across their
chest, but many won’t get
that chance, so we really try
to market playing in the SEC
on national television against
the best competition in the
country.”
Wearing “USA across their
chest,” as Smith mentioned,
refers to the only other nationally recognized outlet for
women’s professional softball: the United States national team. Due to its general
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LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
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Oxford. 950.00/ MO. (662)816-3110
(662)473-2114
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lack of popularity on the international scale, softball was
removed from the Olympics,
but it was recently announced
that softball would return for
the 2020 Tokyo games. Still,
this professional outlet will
only employ around 25 female athletes.
McKinley Montgomery is a
high school sophomore from
nearby Saltillo, and she attended last weekend’s Ole
Miss Softball Prospect Camp.
Organized annually by Smith,
the event is invite-only for the
area’s elite high school prospects.
At 16, Montgomery said
she has already fielded oﬀers
from 10 colleges that would
allow her to continue her softball career. Even though she
still dreams of playing professionally, Montgomery has
already started placing more
importance on her education,
just in case.
“I really want to play college softball so, of course, I
check out the program history
and the coaches,” she began.

“But at the same time, my education plays a huge role in
my decision, because when it
comes down to it, I know that
means the most.”
Montgomery’s dream of
playing in the big leagues still
has fuel, but she’s already
started looking into coaching
with the understanding that
playing eventually must end.
“The love I have for this
game is unending, and it has
been my whole life since I
was three years old,” she explained. “I’ve been blessed by
God with the talents I have,
and I’m never going to give
up my dream of playing at the
next level, but, still, I realize
that the lights of professional
softball are not as bright as
the ones in the MLB.”
Presently, college athletes
are not paid for play. According to coach Smith, despite
the lack of receiving a salary,
winning a NCAA Championship has become the overar-
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ching goal for young softball
players.
“A lot of these kids grow
up watching college softball
players on TV, and then they
s
come to these camps and
g
meet them,” Smith explained.
R
“That experience gives them
S
that ‘wow’ moment and motit
vates them to make it to this
S
level and strive for a trip to
(the national championship).
O
Winning a national chami
pionship is becoming a lot
d
of kid’s dream, especially in
n
softball.”
M
Former athletes like Guin
a
who retired from the game
h
early are not “quitters,” but,
s
rather, they are prisoners to
2
an athletic culture still overs
whelmingly limited by genc
der. Guin said she would have
t
given anything to keep going,
but it just was not feasible.
b
“I love the game of softball.
t
It has made me who I am, and
o
I wish I could have played forf
ever,” Guin said. “But when
f
you know that in the end you
t
don’t have the same opportub
nity to make a career out of
o
it, well, it definitely makes a
f
diﬀerence when deciding to
A
continue playing or to walk
t
away.”
T
Until a viable professional
m
alternative arises, there will
be thousands of young female
athletes who make the same
call as Guin. A few like Montgomery might have chances
to continue playing, but the
vast majority will eventually
stand face-to-face with the
heartbreaking epiphany that
the game they have loved
forever may not always love
them back.
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Aggies blank Rebels 1-0 in College Station showdown
SAM HARRES

SPORTS EDITOR

Despite a combined 31
shots on the night, a single goal ultimately doomed
Rebel soccer (10-4-1, 3-4
SEC) as the ladies fell 1-0
to Texas A&M (11-2-1, 6-1
SEC) on Friday.
The loss, which dropped
Ole Miss to 2-3 on the road
in 2017, came despite the
defense’s best efforts. Junior shot-stopper Marnie
Merritt collected 10 saves
against A&M, surpassing
her previous record of eight
set against the Aggies in
2015. Previously this season, Merritt had never been
called upon to stop more
than three shots.
Throughout the first half,
both teams remained hesitant, gradually testing their
opponent’s waters. A&M
fired off eight shots in the
first to the Rebels’ six, but
the best chance of the half
belonged to Ole Miss. Sophomore forward Gabby Little
found herself alone in the
Aggies’ box, but she failed
to convert her free header.
That would be the story for
most of Friday night.

Junior CeCe Kizer, who
led the SEC entering Friday’s match with 15 goals,
nearly found the net midway through the game, but
her effort skewed wide at
the last minute. Ole Miss
seemingly could not catch a
break.
Tragedy struck for the
Rebels late in the second
half as Aggie senior Mikaela
Harvey picked her head up
in the middle of the pitch
and drove forward. Looking off passes to streaking
teammates, Harvey took
the ball down the right
channel toward the penalty box. After shrugging off
a defender, the midfielder
struck a laser into the right
upper-90 for the lead. Harvey’s goal stood as the difference in front of dozens of
A&M soccer alumni, there
for the Aggies’ Silver Season
Celebration.
When the final whistle
blew Friday night, the teams
had amassed a staggering 31
combined shots. The Rebels
contributed 15 attempts,
but despite the barrage,
Texas A&M goalkeeper Cosette Morché stood firm
and earned the clean sheet.

FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN

Gabby Little moves past a defender to pass the ball to CeCe Kizer for a goal during the 4-1 win over LSU earlier this season.
Morché did well to collect
four Rebel corner kicks, as
well.
A&M has now won seven
consecutive games, while
the Rebels lost their fourth
match of the year. Ole Miss
has struggled on the road,
earning 75 percent of its

losses away from Oxford.
After consecutive fourgoal performances, including a 4-1 victory over Louisiana State University less
than a week prior, Ole Miss
dropped to 1-3 in SEC play
after the Aggies found space
and time in the box to bury

a shot into the upper corner.
Ole Miss head coach Matt
Mott and his team now turn
their attention to Thursday’s
home match against Auburn. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.
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FOOTBALL

continued from page 1
passes to DaMarkus
Lodge, D.K. Metcalf and
A.J. Brown. Brown had
a 58-yard touchdown
reception, and Lodge added
two scores. Metcalf had a
highlight reel grab oﬀ the
defender’s helmet, setting
up a resulting score.
The Ole Miss scoring
outburst was aided by the
defense’s ability to stop
Vanderbilt. Entering the
game, the Rebels only had
four sacks. In the first half
alone, the “Landshark”
defense added a further
five. Marquis Haynes and
DeMarquis Gates were
credited with two apiece.
Haynes forced a fumble
deep in Ole Miss territory
on one of his sacks, while
Javien Hamilton gave the
oﬀense a short field with an
interception. The defense
still had trouble stopping
the run, but impressive
defensive eﬀorts pinned the
Commodores in their own
territory.
The momentum from the
first half continued into
the second half. Marquis
Haynes added his third
sack and second forced
fumble, picking up a safety.
The oﬀense capitalized on
short field position as A.J.
Brown scored his second
receiving touchdown of
the game, this time for
29 yards. The defense
held Vanderbilt to one
touchdown for most of the
second half. The second
was a late score between
both second teams. Coach
Matt Luke was proud of his
team’s rebound from their
three-game slide.
“There was a totally
diﬀerent feel on the
sideline,” Luke said. “It was
fun to watch our defense
fly around and our oﬀense

PHOTO BY: CHASE ROBERTS

Players face the student section after the 57-35 win over Vanderbilt on Saturday.
get our tempo and balance
going. It was a team win.
That was what we needed.”
Shea Patterson finished
his second consecutive
game without a turnover.
He totaled 351 yards
and four touchdowns
through the air with one
on the ground. A.J. Brown
got back to his normal,
dominant self, adding 174
yards and two touchdowns
of his own. Jordan Wilkins
eclipsed the century mark
on the ground, amassing
113 yards and a touchdown.
The team as a whole ran
for 252 yards. Wilkins has
settled into a rhythm lately,
crediting the play calling
and oﬀensive line.
“We are just trying to get
better from week to week,”
Wilkins said. “Our oﬀensive
line has been playing well,
getting me some space. I
am just trying to capitalize
on that. We are simplifying
the game plan.”

Marquis Haynes’ three
sacks elevated his career
total to 29, setting a
new school. Defensive
coordinator Wesley
McGriﬀ credited Haynes’
resurgence to work done in
practice.
“He is playing with a lot
of speed,” McGriﬀ said.
“Me and coach Roach
wanted to get him into a
better position and just told
him to play the pass.”
Matt Luke, his coaching
staﬀ and the players harped
on the second half of the
Auburn being the turning
point of the season. If
Saturday’s result was any
indication, they might be
onto something.
The Rebels now turn
their attention towards
Saturday’s rivalry match
with SEC heavyweight LSU.
Kickoﬀ is slated for 7:15
p.m. in Oxford, Mississippi.

PHOTO BY: CHASE ROBERTS

DeMarquis Gates sacks Vanderbilt’s quarterback for a loss of yards during
Saturday’s 57-35 win.
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